· V. 15 – “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation”
· We see God through Christ (No one can come to the Father except through Me). Christ is the image (visible) of the invisible God.
· “The firstborn…” – Christ as God is the creator.  Christ as man is part of the creation.  vv. 15-18 stress the first place that Christ has in all things.
· v. 16 – “in Him,” “through Him,” and “unto Him” – 
· “in Him” – in the power of Christ’s person.
· “through Him” – Christ is the active instrument through which the creation of all things was accomplished in sequence.
· “unto Him” – (or “for Him”) Christ is the end of all creation.  All things were created unto him for His possession.
· These three phrases indicate that creation is subjectively related to Christ.  He is he constant of all things.
· v. 18 – “And he is the head of the body, the Church;” – Christ is the first in resurrection as the head of the body.  “He is the beginning, the firstborn form the dead…”
· v. 19 – “fullness” has no modifier.  It is “The fullness”
· v. 20 – “all things” – not just all people, but all things on earth and in heaven.
· v. 20 – “having made peace through the blood of his cross” - 
· v. 21 – “enemies in your mind” – because we were sinners, we needed redemption.  Because we were also enemies of God, we needed reconciliation.
· “fill up on my part… afflictions of Christ…”
· 2 tyes of afflictions of Christ:
· Those for accomplishing redemption, which were completed by Christ himself, and
· Those for producing and building the church, which need to be filled by the believers.
· v. 25 - “of which” referring to “the church” in v. 24.
· v. 25 – “minister” – meaning one who serves
· “complete the word of God” – in the New Testament, the word of God was completed in regard to the mystery of God, which is Christ, and the mystery of Christ, which is the church, to give us a full revelation of God’s plan and purpose for us. 
· vv. 26-27 – reveals what was just spoken about in v. 25.  “The hope of glory” because the full glory of Christ will not  be manifested to its fullest extent until Christ returns to glorify His saints (Rom. 8:30).
· v. 28 – The previous verses say that Christ is in us; this verse says that we are in Christ.  The cycle of us being put into Christ, and Christ into us, results in our growth in life.
