· Colossians 1
· Background – Culture had been mixed into the church life in Colossae.  Originally Christ was the unique focus of the church, but a disturbance had been created because Christ was being replaced by culture.  The church had been invaded by certain elements sof culture – especially religion in the form of asceticism related to Judaic ordinances and observances [2:16, 20-21], and philosophy, in the form of mysticism related to Gnosticism and the worship of angels (2:8, 18).  The central concept of this book is that nothing should replace Christ.
· 3 things are stressed in verses 4-5: hope, faith, and love (1 Corinthians 13:13).
· The emphasis to the Corinthians was on love because of their situation.  Here the emphasis is on hope, which is Christ Himself (v.27), that Christ may be revealed as everything to us.
· v. 5 – “hope laid up in heaven” – by living and experiencing Christ we lay up hope in heaven.
· V.9 – “spiritual wisdom” is of the Spirit of God and is for us to perceive God’s eternal will.
· V.10 – “Bearing fruit in every good work …” -  not just doing good deeds, but expressing Christ in doing good.[image: image1.png]



